Introduction
Traumatic and spontaneous rupture of the normal (Orloff and Peskin, 1958) and pathological spleen, including those occurring during pregnancy (Sparkman, 1958; Buchsbaum, 1969) Microscopic examination confirmed laceration of the lower pole below an area of capsular thickening on an otherwise normal spleen.
Seven months later, a healthy male infant was delivered.
Discussion
In some of the early larger series, the mortality from spontaneous rupture was 10% (Orloff and Peskin, 1958) and in the pregnant group maternal mortality was 35% and that for the fetus 70% for all types of ruptured spleen (Sparkman, 1958; Buchsbaum, 1969; Barnett, 1952) . These high figures are ascribed to delay in diagnosis and treatment.
It is likely that so-called 'spontaneous' rupture in fact occurs as a result of capsular injury by the lower ribs from trivial blunt trauma (coughing and straining for instance) either unnoticed by the patient at the time, or forgotten since, in the light of subsequent events (Orloff and Peskin, 1958 
